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EDITORIAL
By Cris Leibner
GF Editor

Once again we thank the organizers, sponsors,
and participants for a very successful annual 
conference, the 20th for Caretakers of the
Environment International. This year's was of
course in beautiful Poland. I have included in
this issue a few highlights of some of the many
memorable events experienced as a result of
attending CEI 2006, Poland.

The 2007 conference will be in Hong Kong July
7-14, 2007. The theme is "How to Live in
Harmony with the Environment through Active
Participation". The organizers have done an
impressive job of getting things moving so quick-
ly and providing all those interested with an excel-
lent website  www.cei2007.org early enough for
people to make plans well in advance. The first
article in this issue gives information about Hong
Kong, tentative conference schedule, travel infor-
mation, registration procedures, and more. I have
included a registration page that can be sent by
post in case you know someone who does not
have access to the internet. They could complete
the form and then be pre-registered and would get
more information. So, if you know who might be
interested but does not have internet, please send it
along to them.

In an effort to improve communications
among Caretakers, a new Council was formed
last July. The idea is to have a group of people
representing various regions of the world who
would serve as contacts to facilitate communica-
tion between and among Caretaker branches. I
have included the names of the council here:  

CEICOUNCIL
Kenneth Ochoa (Colombia)

kenneth.ochoa@gmail.com
Kate Graves (Canada) kgravesmx@yahoo.com
Ryan Kinnett (USA) ryankinnett@yahoo.com
M Stien (Indonesia) stien_m2@yahoo.com.au
Dina Tsamoutseli (Greece) ktam@nured.auth.gr 

Pascualina de Gisi (Argentina) 
ipei@teletel.com.ar

Jose Ramon Casanova (Spain)
jrcasanova@yahoo.com

Kathy Doubioti (Greece)
kdoubioti@hotmail.com

Clara Rocha (Portugal) 
clararochab@hotmail.com

Odhiambo Rapemo (Kenya)
rapemoo@yahoo.com

Fernando Loures (Portugal) 
louro.alves@netcabo.pt

Maria Urban (Poland) burban@op.pl
Andrezek Kowalski (Poland) andko@op.pl
Wayne Schimpff (USA) wschimpff@aol.com
Dan Hoynacki (USA) 

dan.hoynacki@oregonstate.edu
Denis Charron (France) decharron@wanadoo.fr
Lotier Rose (St Vincent) sjcmgeyc@hotmail.com
Ravi Dutt (India) ravichiay@hotmail.com
Abhishek Dutt (India)

Abhishekdutt.ad@gmail.com, 
adutt82@hotmail.com

Gustavo Vera (Argentina)
ghvera@fullzero.com.ar 

Thomas Wong (Hong Kong)
cfwong@staff.ss.qesosa.edu.hk

Cindy Leibner (USA) cleibner@wi.rr.com
Elizabeth Brun (Denmark) 

ejb-kultur@aalborg.dk

As always, we are looking for articles from you
to be used in Global Forum issues. For informa-
tion about how to submit, look on the inside
cover of each issue.

Take care.
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Hong Kong is the Host of the 21st Caretakers of
the Environment International Annual
Conference July 7 to July 14, 2007

The organizers for CEI 2007 in Hong Kong
have done a great deal of work in a very short time
to compile and present the makings of what looks
to be a very exciting opportunity for teachers and
students. This article will give you an overview of
plans for the upcoming conference. The website
www.cei2007.org will provide more detailed
information especially for projects and registra-
tion. There is an opportunity to save some money
by using the "Early Bird" registration option. 
Conference Dates: July 7 to July 14, 2007

Conference Theme: "How to Live in
Harmony with the Environment through
Active Participation" The organizers intend to
encourage our youths to explore how to live in
harmony with our natural, social, cultural, and
economic environments. They plan to emphasize
"active participation". They hope that our youth
will not just think or talk about harmony and
environment issues, but take positive action to
promote, to research, and to serve.

Conference Language: The official language
of the Conference will be English. All documents,
media items and actual presentations will be in
English. The school does not have the resources to
provide translation services. The school does have
ample space and audio visual equipment for effec-
tive presentations and discussions.

The Host: Queen Elizabeth School Old
Students' Association Secondary School (here-
inafter referred to as "the school") is the host.
The school was established in 1996 and has
enjoyed recognition for its explicit positive val-
ues, its curricular innovations, its pedagogical
approaches, its community services, emphasis in
professional development, its efforts in sustain-
able development (SD) and its achievements in
SD education. It has served as an officially rec-
ognized Professional Sharing Centre for Hong
Kong teachers. Students have many opportunities
to get involved in many SD related activities.
The school has had a delegation attend each of

the six past CEI annual conferences.
The school is located in Tin Shui Wai, a new
town in the north-western part of Hong Kong and
has a population of about 300,000. The area
offers a rich diversity of environments for dele-
gates to experience during the conference; a 61
hectare Hong Kong Wetland Park, the Ping Shan
Heritage Trail, traditional Chinese villages,
examples of modern town planning and urban
development, world famous Mai Po marshes, and
efficient transportation systems linking all parts
of Hong Kong.

Target Participants: We hope to receive
applications for registration from:
(a) teams/groups of secondary school (high
school) students from different countries and
regions of the world (each team/group must be
accompanied by at least one adult who agrees to
take responsibility for and charge of the group);
(b) teachers and teacher-trainees;
(c) other secondary school (high school) person-
nel (e.g. managers, parents); and
(d) other adults in the field of secondary (high
school) education or sustainable development.
Each team will carry out a project before the
conference and prepare a report to present sum-
marizing the project. See the website
www.cei2007.org for more information on this
important piece. Click on the "Projects" tab. 

Registration: Registration is a three step process:
Stage 1- To show your interest in joining the CEI
2007 conference, please fill in the Participation
Form, (found at www.cei2007.org registration
tab) attach your project description or abstract
and e-mail to info@cei2007.org This form just
shows your interest in attending and is not 
confirmed until your project description or
abstract is received.
Stage 2- After your project description or
abstract has been received, you will get a form to
fill out details about your project. 
Stage 3- Confirmation of your registration with
another form to give the date, time (military)
flight number, etc. about your arrival and departure.

If you are not able to register on line, we
have included a registration form with address 
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for sending by postal means (see next page)
Registration Fees: 

(a) International "early bird" (before 1 March,
2007) USD225 or Euro175 or HKD1700 
(double), single room surcharge USD180 or
Euro140 or HKD1400.
(b) International "regular" (on or after 1 March,
2007) USD275 or Euro 215 or HKD2100 
(double), single room surcharge USD180 or
Euro140 or HKD1400.

For local participants from the area, please see
the website www.cei2007.org using the
"Registration" tab for fees.

Conference Schedule: We have included a 
tentative program schedule of activities to provide
the reader with a clearer idea of what to expect and
what the organizers hope to achieve. The partitions
are only tentative and approximate. This timetable
will continually be revised, as resources dictate, as
we get closer to the time of the conference.

CEI 2007 Schedule (Tentative, late updated 24th Oct., 2006)
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Some Highlights of the 
20th Annual CEI Conference 
"Youth for Sustainable Development"
Ustron-Katowice Silesia Poland  1-7 July 2006
By Cris Leibner

The conference organization was headquartered
in Katowice, the administrative center of Silesia.
Conference attendees stayed in Ustron, a pictur-
esque spa town located in the Beskidy Mountains,
in the valley of Poland's main river Vistula, which
rises near Ustron. They were accommodated in the
Regional Forest Ecological Education Center
"Lesnik", as well as two additional holiday resorts
nearby.

The theme of this meeting reflected the initiative
set forth by the UNESCO announcement of the
worldwide Decade of Education for Sustainable
Development. The main idea is that "progress" left
unchecked can lead to many negative impacts on
the environment and society. Through proper edu-
cation, youth can become aware that a need for
balance is required for sustainability.

One of the most moving experiences provided
by any of the twenty CEI annual meetings came in
Poland, the opportunity to visit Auschwitz. This
was an optional event, but most of the delegates
elected to go. The following are two reflection
pieces done by students about their visit.
"The one who does not remember history is bound
to live through it again."

We think that this sentence has a sense. By see-
ing Auschwitz we got an image of all the things
we've learned in history class. By preserving this
camp, the past will not
be forgotten. It makes
us think and we hope
that people will learn
from these terrible
things. The thing that
struck us most is the
place where they shot
people: "the wall of
death" and the fact that
the camp leaders kept
the belongings of the 

people that came to Auschwitz, especially the arti-
ficial legs and the human hair. We can now imag-
ine a little bit what kind of 
horrible life the people in the camp must have had.
We're hoping that this will never happen again.”  

Anne, Yanneke, Anauk 
from The Netherlands

"We think that visiting Auschwitz was a very
important experience, both for Poles and foreign-
ers, because we had a chance to get to know a
crime that affected so many people. In those
times in concentration camps on Polish lands
people from all the Europe, mostly Judes and
Poles, suffered and died. In Auschwitz-Birkenau
2-4 million people all together died in cruel
ways. Those who survived will never forget the
pain. For us, Poles, it's significant that after
many years the German nation had finally con-
fessed to the crimes they've committed during
World War II. Now as the world knows the truth,
people don't blame Poland for those acts. Thanks
to such places like Auschwitz-Birkenau we do
remember the history therefore we can be aware
of mistakes of the past and must do everything
not to make them again.”      

Oliwia from Poland

In the short space of the next two pages, you
can see some of the highlights to get some
impressions of the great conference the host
country, Poland, provided. An excellent Post
Conference Book can be viewed at
www.cei2006.org for more details.

Windshield of Bus #2
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UDISHA Commemorates the World Day for
Prevention of Child Abuse as Coalition Partner
of Women's World Summit Foundation
By Rakesh Gaur, President of UDISHA
Delhi, India

In its third year of coalition with Women's World
Summit Foundation, Geneva for marking World Day
for Prevention of Child Abuse, UDISHA, Society for
Education, Employment and Sustainable
Development, New Delhi, India organized programs
in collaboration with Ganga Ram Moti Ram Sewa
Sansthan.  The programs were organized on 19th
November, 2005 at Moti Ram Aako Devi Vidya
Mandir, Jalmana (Karnal), Haryana.  The events
organized by UDISHA this year have enabled the
volunteers of UDISHA to reach out to the children of
another state and have provided
an opportunity to rural children
to interact with the psycholo-
gists and academicians coming
from the urban area and capital
of the country.    

On 19th November, around
1000 students of Moti Ram
Aako Devi Vidya Mandir and
other schools of the district 
participated in a Rally (Walk) in
the village to arouse awareness
about child abuse, respect of the
elders, environment and rural
development.  The students dis-
played placards and banners with
slogans about these social evils
and developmental issues.
Around 8000 leaflets with slogans
on different issues were 
distributed amongst the villagers.  

An "On the spot poster 
painting competition" for students of up to VIII 
standard (Middle Standard) from ten different
schools in the District was organized at Moti Ram
Aako Devi Vidya Mandir as a prelude to the events
on 19th November.  The topics assigned to the 
children amongst others were child abuse, crime
against women and social responsibilities. More than
200 children participated in the competition and

expressed their feelings, emotions, perception and
dreams in colorful posters. 

Most of the children belonged to rural back-
ground and had very little knowledge about child
abuse and crimes against women.   These children
are, therefore, most vulnerable to child abuse, which
they confront but cannot confide in their parents, sib-
lings or friends.  It was also observed by the panel of
judges that the children restricted themselves to mak-
ing posters on lack of educational facilities for girls
due to discriminatory attitude towards the girls and
boys, of the parents, exploitation of children for
work, making them beg for livelihood and child
labor.  Keeping this aspect in mind, an Elocution
contest was also organized on 19th November
wherein 24 students from ten different schools
expressed their views.  The panel of judges for this

contest was also of the opinion that
none of the students could speak
on child abuse properly.  Most of
the students chose one topic, i.e.,
the bad effect of television on the
children.  They obliquely men-
tioned about the vulgar programs
being shown on the television but
did not have any idea as to how it

could prompt someone to indulge in sexual
child abuse.  

It was for these reasons eminent
psychologists and academicians conducted
a counseling session for students and their
parents about child abuse in simple lan-
guage and cautioned them to beware of
unknown persons.  The other speakers
emphasized upon the need for educating
the girl children so that they can become
independent and are not subject to physi-
cal, emotional or sexual abuse.  
The top three best entries in Poster

Painting Competition and Elocution Contest in each
group were awarded and all the participating children
were given commendation certificates.  The events
organized by UDISHA have enabled the volunteers
to reach out to the children of another state and have
provided an opportunity to rural children to interact
with the psychologists and academicians coming
from the urban area and capital of the country. 
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Salam Khan Convicted!
By Abhishek Dutt
Secretary CEI India
17th February, 2006

Film star Salman Khan, arrested in 1998 for
hunting blackbuck and chinkara near Jodhpur,
was sentenced to one year imprisonment.
Another actor, who was allegedly part of the
hunting party, has been acquitted. Khan and 
several other actors were arrested for hunting
while on location for a film. He now had a
month to file an appeal. 

Khan's hunting party was discovered when
members of the local Bishnoi community 
complained to the Forest Department that a
group of people had been illegally hunting in
their area.

During the Forest Department's investiga-
tions into the blackbuck case, Khan's driver
Harish Dulani revealed that the actors had made
several hunting trips and earlier killed chinkara.
The Forest Department then filed cases in the
local police station. It is one of these cases that
Khan has been convicted of. 

The Wildlife Protection Society of India
(WPSI), which has been following the case 
since its inception, would like to congratulate
the Forest and Police Departments, and the
entire prosecution team, which managed to
secure a conviction despite the fact that several
witnesses turned hostile or mysteriously 
disappeared.

The police had recovered a revolver and a
rifle from the actor after his arrest in the hunting
case. The license of the arms had expired, which
led to the registration of a police case under the
Arms Act against him.

Salman Khan, Saif Ali Khan, Sonali Bendre,
Tabu and Neelam were arrested in Jodhpur two
years back for hunting protected wild animals
and are now facing criminal charges under the
Wildlife Protection Act in local courts.

Although the others were released on bail
immediately, Salman Khan remained in custody

for about a week, before getting bail in various
cases.

Three charge-sheets, under the Wildlife
Protection Act, had been filed against Salman
Khan and others in lower courts over the last
two years.

The fourth, filed on Monday, relates to the
Arms Act. It took two years for the Luni police
to complete investigations, for which the foren-
sic science laboratory of the police in Jaipur
evaluated the arms and held that they were pow-
erful enough to kill animals.

Salman Khan was not present in court when
the charge-sheet was filed against him. His
counsel Hastimal Saraswat told Additional
Judicial Magistrate Ajay Signh that since he had
been granted permanent leave from attending
court hearings in three other cases, he should
also be permitted to get leave from personal
attendance in this case too. The request was
granted by the magistrate, who fixed December
2 for arguments on the charges.

The prosecution has listed 19 witnesses in
the charge-sheet, in support of its case. The arms
seized from Salman Khan were released by the
court early this year.

The blackbuck above and the chinkara
below are protected by the Wildlife Protection
Society of India (WPSI)
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