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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Andrew Cox, CEl Ireland

Dear Friends,

I have been involved as a delegate, more
recently as Board member and now as President,
since the start of the Caretakers of the
Environment Organisation.

I know many of you personally, and some |
have had brief encounters with. | value every-
thing you have told me in discussions over the
years and hope that you feel that we have lis-
tened to you. | particularly want to thank those of
you who have worked as Board and Council
members over the years. We look forward to
your continued input. | welcome the new role of
Anne Marie Begg from Scotland who has been
developing the role of the Council over the past
year. | would also like to thank Cindy Leibner
who has helped facilitate the establishment of the
Alumni Council, which is reported on elsewhere
in this issue. | cannot also stress enough the
importance of an editor of the Global Forum
magazine. Cris Leibner has a thankless task as he
strives to collect material for the magazine. We
all promise the earth when we meet him at the
annual conference but the reality is that we too
often forget!

All of us have something in common. We all
realise the importance of young people in shap-
ing our global future. We have traveled between
the continents, from Murmansk in Russia to
Pietermaritzberg in South Africa and Kisumu in
Kenya and from Cuzco in Peru to Chicago in the
United States. We have experienced the cultural
diversity within Europe, as we visited Greece,
Portugal, Holland, Ireland and Scotland. I per-
sonally wish to thank Antoni Salomon and his
wife for hosting the last conference in Poland.
Having driven up from Austria via Slovakia to
join in the closing days, | received nothing but
positive comments on the conference. It was a
great showcase for our organisation and, most
importantly the young people brought home an
increased enthusiasm to continue spreading the
message. We have developed our links with our

colleagues in GEYC as we visited Sweden, Italy
and Dubai. We must thank Birgitta Norden not
only for her tremendous work developing the
online program, but also in the key role she plays
in providing such valuable experiences for global
youth. Now, at last, we are traveling to sample
the delights of Asia as we are hosted by our
friends from Hong Kong, China.

We look forward to visiting Denmark, India
and Argentina over the next few years.

The theme may vary from conference to con-
ference but some things never change. The enthu-
siastic video maker, the happy snapper with the
camera, the young reporters with their catchy
phrases, birthday girl Isabel with her notebook,
Wayne and his many places to take a quick
snooze, the large and vocal Portuguese delegation
with their singing teachers. The list is endless....

We look forward to renewing old acquain-
tances but also giving young people the opportu-
nity to make everlasting friendships. Our confer-
ence is unique as it brings young and old togeth-
er to share our experiences. The long-term sus-
tainability of our local, national, and global
ecosystems is a common goal, which we all
share. It may be an old message for us old
timers, but it will remain a new one to many.

We must remind ourselves to listen to what
young people have to say and make sure it is
their message that is heard. How do we do this?
We need to ensure that the process that we
engage in at our annual conference records what
young people have to say. Also, we need to pro-
vide a process which will allow young people to
publicise their common agreed message to the
decision makers. | for one look forward to a har-
monious conference and to meeting all of you
that are able to make it to Hong Kong. We will
be thinking of all those who are unable to make
it and hope that you will
use the Global Forum to
keep us up to speed with
the excellent work that
you are doing in your
National Branch.

CARETAKERS
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Students’ Own Life-experiences Constitute a
Context for Knowledge Formation in the Global
Classroom. — A presentation of the design of and
the research on the Young Masters Program ahead
of the Global Environmental Youth Convention.

by Birgitta Nordén, Director of Distance Education
YMP/GEYC 1999-2006 International Institute for
Industrial Environmental Economics (IIIEE) and
Learning Lund at Lund University, Sweden
birgitta.norden@iiiee.lu.se, birgitta.norden@Il.lu.se

Youth as stakeholders outside the university
challenge the academic world and offer a unique
opportunity for dialogue on the role of higher insti-
tutions in an overall societal transition towards sus-
tainable development (Nordén, 2005a). To increase
the understanding of how successful learning
processes could be designed and carried out as out-
reach at the university, the Young Masters Program
(YMP) might serve as an educative example.

The YMP seems to be of great importance to
the students as individuals and as members of both
the local and the global society. In the YMP
teenagers explore a learning environment with new
ICT-mediated ways of communication including
global interaction with ideas and descriptions, and
the transdisciplinary approach focusing social, eco-
nomic, ecological and ethic dimensions. The online
communication with global meetings seems to par-
ticularly catalyse the teenagers' commitment for-
and their learning process with issues such as pre-
ventive environmental management strategies
within the framework of university outreach devel-
opment-in a more sustainable direction (Nordén,
2005b; Nordén, 2006).

The International Institute for Industrial
Environmental Economics (IIIEE) at Lund
University has worked with the education of young
students between 14 and 18 years old in the Young
Masters Program, which reached out to some 4000
students in 110 countries since the start 1999. The
course is supervised by the I11EE and free of
charge. For the optimal support of the upper sec-
ondary school students during the YMP online, it is
preferable to have a team of teachers of different

subjects at each school working across the disci-
plines as mentors to facilitate each study group
(Nordén, 2005a).

Director of Distance Education YMP/GEYC IIIEE, Lund
University, during a ceremony at the Ministry of Education in
Dubai Municipality (January 2006).

The learning activities in the first part of the
YMP online are about sustainability. It lays a foun-
dation for the second part on sustainable solutions
dealing with preventive environmental strategies.
The students learn about biodiversity, gaining an
understanding of the complexity of ecosystems and
their natural balance, as well as social, economic
and environmental challenges. They begin looking
at their world from the perspective of sustainable
development. By learning about Agenda 21, they
join international efforts in planning improvements
and will be able to take a stand on sustainability
issues. The students share their findings from the
flexible learning activities and present their result
in forum discussions, chat and e-mail, and get
feedback and comments from one another in vary-
ing ways. Part 2 focuses on sustainable solutions
and deals with preventive environmental strategies
over ten modules. The teenagers find out how vari-
ous actors in society are linked together, taking
into consideration the role of consumers, design for
environment and product development, construc-
tion, and the total life cycle of a product in order to
address sustainable development. They learn to go
to the source, instead of focusing end-of-pipe solu-
tions. In an optional Part 3 the students apply the
concepts they have been learning about to real situ-
ations in their local surroundings in a project.
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This also serves as a preparation for Part 4 partici-
pation for the students, who initially only commu-
nicated online. During the last part, the convention,
they could meet and discuss their projects and
experiences face-to-face during the Global
Environmental Youth Convention (GEYC), which
is arranged every second year. The first conven-
tion, GEYC 2000, took place in Lund, Sweden,
and the two following conventions were in Turin,
Italy, and Alexandria, Egypt, respectively. The
GEYC 2006 took place in Dubai in the United
Arab Emirates 9-13 December 2006. The overar-
ching theme was "Peace and Sustainable
Development". Thereafter the YMP continues

towards the GEYC in Beijing 2008.

]

Il

The Global Environmental Youth Convention Organizalionr
Committee meeting in Dubai, U.A.E. in January 2006.
Representatives from Dubai Municipality, Egypt and IIIEE
at Lund University, Sweden.

According to the result of our Learning in
the Extended University (LiEU) research of the
YMP online (Hansson and Nordén, 2005), it
manages to fulfill two of the proposed objectives
of the United Nations Decade of Education for
Sustainable Development (DESD). They are (1)
to provide space and opportunity for refining and
promoting the vision of, and transition to sustain-
able development - through all forms of learning
and public awareness, and (2) facilitate network-
ing, exchange and interaction among stakehold-
ers in the ESD (UNESCO, 2005).

One strategy recognized to implement the
vision of an initiative as far-reaching and broad
as the ESD is the use of information and commu-
nication technologies (ICTs). ICTs are "the
lifeblood" as means of the basis of the "knowl-
edge economy” in ways that fewer natural

resources are used than earlier for information
transfer and use in purpose to generate wealth
(Nordén & Hansson, 2006c). When accessing
interactively over the web, the meaning of sus-
tainable development within the YMP online
learning becomes more useable and learner-
friendly. The ICT offer new modes and new
spaces of learning. Options of individual pace,
assignments, feedback and interaction are offered
in varying ways (Nordén, 2005b). The ESD can
be widespread. Where learners have access to
ICTs a global dialogue can be provided. For
example isolated youth of island communities are
linking worldwide via ICTs, sharing experiences
and concerns, building consensus and mutual
support (UNESCO, 2005).

Through the YMP online course a global
network is developed within which the students
work across national and cultural boundaries,
boundaries that have to be met and crossed
across cultural differences (Nordén & Hansson,
2006a). Different conceptions and different
meanings of what are apparently similar concepts
have to become the object of reflection, and this
gives rise to knowledge formation (Pierce, 1934;
Bateson, 1972; Hansson, 2000). The different
meetings encouraged the young people to reflect
more on attitudes, to realize how their own
actions and the actions of other people affect the
environment (Hansson, 2004). We are focusing
in particular on the ways in which the meeting
between the course content, the intercultural dis-
cussions and the students' own life-experiences
constitute a context for knowledge formation,
with emphasis on the extended classroom that is
supported by the course. First of all, the students
are young people meeting one another as young
people do, living in a global-but single-world of
youth and the problems with environmental and
social challenges. Secondly they are meeting in
the course, around the common issues of the
environment as brought into question in the
course; and thirdly they are meeting as represen-
tatives of different cultures with different
assumptions and values wealth (Nordén &
Hansson, 2006b). The context of learning is



